
The 77th  
Wilson Trophy 



Commodore’s Welcome  

Welcome to the 2026 Wilson Trophy! 

The UK’s premier team racing showdown returns once again to West Kirby, and due to the high standard of applicants, we’re 
welcoming 34 teams… much to the Event Directors delight. The world’s best team racing event clearly has no intention of 
getting any smaller and the standard keeps getting better. 

On the water, expect the usual standard of excellence; fast, fierce, and tactical racing. Off the water, the social programme 
is every bit as polished, chaotic, and unforgettable as tradition demands. 

None of this happens without the extraordinary army of volunteers who bring the Wilson to life. Hundreds—sometimes 
thousands—of hours are poured in by club members and supporters. From IT wizardry to boat fettling, from launching boats 
to inflating spare beds for visiting teams, from the Catering team keeping everyone fuelled to umpires shimmering under 
layers of sunscreen… every contribution matters. 

So, lets pull together and make all the hours of practice worthwhile. 
 

I can’t wait to see you all on the water, sail your best race and good luck!  
 
 

 

 

Chris Gatenby 

Commodore 



West Kirby Sailing Club Officials: 
President: Peter Bramley 

Commodore: Chris Gatenby 

Vice Commodore: Jonathan Atkinson 

Rear Commodore Sailing: Mike Hartley 

Rear Commodore House: Tom Price 

Captain: Sam Riley 

Hon. Secretary: Jonathan Edwards 

Team Racing Secretary: Kay Eggleton & Jean-Louis Simons 

House Chair: Lindsay Gatenby & Emma Hall 

Safeguarding Officers: Jane Thomas & Chelsea Renehan 

Wilson Trophy Officials: 
Event Director: Kathryn Sandall                                                       Catering: Helen Brown & Nathan Sandall                                                                            

Race Officer: Kirstie Eaton         Assistant Race Officer: Jemima Riley 

Chief Umpire: Greg Eaton          Registration & Accommodation: Kathryn Sandall 

Course Manager: Martin Hartley        IT & Social Media: Dan Booth   

Beach Master: John Mooney        Commentator: Jim Gaskin 

Official Starter/Finisher: Stephen Bromilow    Damage Officer: Nick Leddingham 



Hello to our sailors, supporters, umpires, long suffering volunteers, and anyone who accidentally wandered by the 
Marine Lake thinking this was a peaceful weekend activity. You’ve arrived at the 2026 Wilson Trophy—the world’s 
greatest team racing event, according to both tradition and, conveniently, me.  

After months of planning, along with some sleepless nights, I’m excited for the Wilson to be here and to be seeing 
some familiar faces as well as meeting some new ones too. 

To all competitors; sail fast, play fair, and try not to capsize directly in front of the committee boat. To everyone 
else; enjoy the spectacle, the sunshine (we hope), and the glorious madness that is the Wilson Trophy.  

See you on the water (and dancefloor). 

 

 
Kathryn Sandall 

Event Director 

For those of you who don’t yet know me, my name is Kirstie, and I am both honoured and excited to be step-
ping into the role of Race Officer for the Wilson Trophy. 
 
We are looking forward to bringing 34 teams together for two and a half days of thrilling racing, alongside all 
the fun and tradition that make the Wilson such a unique and memorable event. 
 
Many of you have been part of this event year after year. For some, this will be your first time sailing at the 
Wilson; for others it’s a welcome return - perhaps in an effort to relive past glories!  Whatever your story, I 
look forward to meeting you on the apron over the weekend, so please do come and say hello. 
 
Finally, a huge thank you, on behalf of all the visitors to WKSC, to the volunteers who make this event        
possible and make us all so welcome. 

Kirstie Eaton 

Race Officer 



Umpires: 
Chief Umpire: Greg Eaton            

                                                                  

  
  

  

 

 

 

 

Greg Eaton 

Chief Umpire 

I’m delighted to be leading a strong umpire team at the 2026 Wilson Trophy. It was great to see 
38 teams apply for entries, showing the continuing regard the Wilson Trophy has amongst the 
team racing community. I'm particularly pleased to see strong overseas contingents from IRL 
and USA alongside regular Wilson attendees from across the UK.  

 

The umpire boat gives you the second best seat on the water, only just after being in a Firefly    
itself! We are all volunteers, contributing to the fairness and thus fun of the racing, so please    
respect the umpires and the decisions they make. 

 

Here’s to wind, sunshine and close fair racing! 

Umpire Ashore: David Taylor 

Jon Napier 

Jack Fenwick 

Enrica Mamelli 

Graham Louth 

James Chapman 

Vicki Sodaro (USA) 

Natasha De La Fuente  

Iona Smith 

Chris Atkins 

Marta Linares (ESP) 

Nick Devereux 

Mike Butterfield 

Henry Hawkes 

Paddy Oliver 

Maciej Fonferko  (DE)  

Dan Fox 



2026 SPONSORS 
Our thanks to all the WKSC members who have kindly given their help and support to the event and to the following businesses who 
have provided sponsorship in a variety of ways ... 
 Olsen Actuators & Drives                              Ring O’Bells                                     Carlsberg                                        
 RSK                                                           FC Hardware                                         The Waverley                                        
 Serenity                                            Hickorys            Andre’s Restaurant                                    
 Deeside Laundry                                                                  Cyrilsons 



Boat patrons... 
Our grateful thanks to everyone who continues to support the Wilson Trophy and particularly those who have helped 
to fund the Wilson Fireflies: 

Ancient Mariners      New York Yacht Club        Nick Flashman     

Royal St George Yacht Club             West Kirby Hawks                  West Kirby Sailing Club 

West Kirby Stallions    Royal Dee Yacht Club       Friends of New York Yacht Club 

 








