


Commodore’s Welcome

Welcome to the 2026 Wilson Trophy!

The UK’s premier team racing showdown returns once again to West Kirby, and due to the high standard of applicants, we’re
welcoming 34 teams... much to the Event Directors delight. The world’s best team racing event clearly has no intention of
getting any smaller and the standard keeps getting better.

On the water, expect the usual standard of excellence; fast, fierce, and tactical racing. Off the water, the social programme
is every bit as polished, chaotic, and unforgettable as tradition demands.

None of this happens without the extraordinary army of volunteers who bring the Wilson to life. Hundreds—sometimes
thousands—of hours are poured in by club members and supporters. From IT wizardry to boat fettling, from launching boats

to inflating spare beds for visiting teams, from the Catering team keeping everyone fuelled to umpires shimmering under
layers of sunscreen... every contribution matters.

So, lets pull together and make all the hours of practice worthwhile.

| can’t wait to see you all on the water, sail your best race and good luck!




West Kirby Sailing Club Officials:

President: Peter Bramley

Commodore: Chris Gatenby

Vice Commodore: Jonathan Atkinson

Rear Commodore Sailing: Mike Hartley

Rear Commodore House: Tom Price

Captain: Sam Riley

Hon. Secretary: Jonathan Edwards

Team Racing Secretary: Kay Eggleton & Jean-Louis Simons

House Chair: Lindsay Gatenby & Emma Hall

Safeguarding Officers: Jane Thomas & Chelsea Renehan

Wilson Trophy Officials:

Event Director: Kathryn Sandall Catering: Helen Brown & Nathan Sandall

Race Officer: Kirstie Eaton Assistant Race Officer: Jemima Riley

Chief Umpire: Greg Eaton Registration & Accommodation: Kathryn Sandall
Course Manager: Martin Hartley IT & Social Media: Dan Booth

Beach Master: John Mooney Commentator: Jim Gaskin

Official Starter/Finisher: Stephen Bromilow Damage Officer: Nick Leddingham



Hello to our sailors, supporters, umpires, long suffering volunteers, and anyone who aecidentally wandered by the
Marine Lake thinking this was a peaceful weekend activity. You’ve arrived at the 2026 Wilson Trophy—the world’s
greatest team racing event, according to both tradition and, conveniently, me.

After months of planning, along with some sleepless nights, I’m excited for the Wilson to be here and to be seeing
some familiar faces as well as meeting some new ones too.

To all competitors; sail fast, play fair, and try not to capsize directly in front of the committee boat. To everyone
else; enjoy the spectacle, the sunshine (we hope), and the glorious madness that is the Wilson Trophy.

See you on the water (and dancefloor).

Kathryn Sandall

Event Director

For those of you who don’t yet know me, my name is Kirstie, and | am both honoured and excited to be step-
ping into the role of Race Officer for the Wilson Trophy.

We arelooking forward to bringing 34 teams together for two and a half days of thrilling racing, alongside all
the fun and tradition that make the Wilson such a unique and memorable event.

Many of you have been part of this event year after year. For some, this will be your first time sailing at the
Wilson; for others it’s a welcome return - perhaps in an effort to relive past glories! Whatever your story, |
look forward to meeting you on the apron over the weekend, so please do come and say hello.

Finally, a huge thank you, on behalf of all the visitors to WKSC, to the volunteers who make this event
possible and make us all so welcome.

Kirstie Eaton

Race Officer



Umpires:

Chief Umpire: Greg Eaton
Umpire Ashore: David Taylor
Jon Napier

Jack Fenwick

Enrica Mamelli

Graham Louth

James Chapman

Vicki Sodaro (USA)

Natasha De La Fuente

Dan Fox

lona Smith

Chris Atkins

Marta Linares (ESP)
Nick Devereux

Mike Butterfield
Henry Hawkes
Paddy Oliver

Maciej Fonferko (DE)

I’'m delighted to be leading a strong umpire team at the 2026 Wilson Trophy. It was great to see
38 teams apply for entries, showing the continuing regard the Wilson Trophy has amongst the
team racing community. I'm particularly pleased to see strong overseas contingents from IRL
and USA alongside regular Wilson attendees from across the UK.

The umpire boat gives you the second best seat on the water, only just after being in a Firefly
itself! We are all volunteers, contributing to the fairness and thus fun of the racing, so please
respect the umpires and the decisions they make.

Here’s to wind, sunshine and close fair racing!

Greg Eaton

Chief Umpire




2026 SPONSORS

Our thanks to all the WKSC members who have kindly given their help and support to the event and to the following businesses who

have provided sponsorship in a variety of ways ...

Olsen Actuators & Drives Ring O’Bells Carlsherg

RSK FC Hardware The Waverley
Serenity Hickorys Andre’s Restaurant
Deeside Laundry Cyrilsons
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Boat patrons...

Our grateful thanks to everyone who continues to support the Wilson Trophy and particularly those who have helped
to fund the Wilson Fireflies:

Ancient Mariners New York Yacht Club Nick Flashman

Royal St George Yacht Club West Kirby Hawks West Kirby Sailing Club

West Kirby Stallions Royal Dee Yacht Club Friends of New York Yacht Club




LARGE SUN TERRACE & GARDEN ~ SUNDAY ROASTS ~ REAL ALES
OPEN FIRES ~ WORLD WINES ~ DOG FRIENDLY

Homely and hearty country pub nestled in the heart of West Kirby,
offering a warm and [riendly welcome. Fresh menu and a cracking pint from
local breweries...whether yvou're in your wellies or vour glad rags vou'll fit right in!
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www.ring-o bells.co.uk

Village Road, West Kirby, Wirral, CHA8 7HE | info@ring o bells.co.uk | 0151 541 6966

Let us do the dirty work

A family business with over 100 years’ experience in the
laundering industry, we pride ourselves on providing

an impeccable service.

HOTELS & CATERING

» TABLE LINEN » KITCHENWARE «» BED LINEN » TOWELS
* KITCHEN & FRONT OF HOUSE CLOTHING

WORKWEAR

* CHEMICAL RESISTANT = HI-VIS « HEAVY DUTY
* FOOD INDUSTRY * FLAME RETARDANT
* MEDICAL/PHARMACEUTICAL - OUTDOOR

Deeside Services
0151 625 6427/9066
info@deeside-laundry.co.uk
www.deeside-laundry.co.uk

DEESIDE SERVICES

" \FREE
13 Groveside, West Kirby, Wirral, CH48 0QS «CONSULTATION

Paying too much for screws & glues?
Come & see the FC Hardware difference

HOYLAKE:
1 Charles Road
Hoylake ™

Wirral CH47 3BS
Tel: 0151 632 2433

HESWALL:
Sandy Lane
Heswall
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HICKORYS
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NEIGHBOURHOOD BAR | FAMILY FRIENDLY | SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY
FIND US: VILLAGE ROAD, WEST KIRBY, CH48 3JN

WE LOOK FORWARD | OPEN & SMOKIV'
TO SEEING YOU SOON | 8 DAVSA WEEK!

prom Tom & the team X TEL: 0151 559 3123
WWW.HICKORYS.CO.UK
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From the skin care specialists
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Smooth away the signs of ageing and inches with non-surgical > Yeqr.
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Tel:0151 625 6256
162 Banks Road, West Kirby, CH48 ORH
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Serenity Clinic is registered with the Association of Registered Aestheticians (ARA), the
Local Authority, Environmental Health & all relevant governing bodies. tel: 01 51 625 8305
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